
From: Chair <chair@sfc.ac.uk>  
Sent: 29 October 2024 10:15 
To: Chief Executive <ceo@sfc.ac.uk>; Lynne Raeside <lraeside@sfc.ac.uk> 
Subject: SFC CEO appointment 
Importance: High 

[CAUTION]This email originated from outside of the College - do not click links or attachments unless you 
recognise the sender and know the content is safe. If you have any concerns please contact ICT at 
ictservicedesk@glasgowkelvin.ac.uk. 

Dear colleague  

I am delighted to announce that we have appointed Francesca Osowska OBE FRSE as the new Chief 
Executive of the Scottish Funding Council (SFC). This follows a robust appointment process 
supported by our recruitment partner, Gatenby Sanderson. 

Francesca, who takes up the role in mid-January 2025, joins SFC from NatureScot where, as Chief 
Executive, she led a major change programme, rebranding and transforming the organisation to 
deliver a more focused and engaging strategy, delivering for people, communities and nature, with a 
clearer link to Scotland’s national priorities, including a particular focus on addressing the climate 
emergency. 

Francesca brings with her a strong track record of strategic leadership, team and relationship 
building, and the successful delivery of major projects. Before taking up the helm at NatureScot, she 
held a key Whitehall post as Director of the Scotland Office, where she successfully repositioned the 
UK Government in Scotland, leading a more proactive communication and engagement strategy that 
secured improved relationships with stakeholders and the public. Immediately prior to that, as 
Scottish Government Director for the Commonwealth Games and Sport, she led the delivery of a 
successful, safe and secure 2014 Games for which she was awarded an OBE for services to 
Government and the Commonwealth Games in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours in January 2015. 

An established strategic leader with strong insight into the workings of government at Scotland, UK 
and international levels, Francesca has a wealth and breadth of experience in public service, ranging 
from her role as Principal Private Secretary to the First Minister from 2007 to 2009, through posts in 
education, justice, culture, external affairs, tourism, housing and regeneration, to her most recent 
post as CEO of NatureScot and its focus on the natural environment, research and science. She is 
also a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE). 

Francesca joins us at an important time in the evolution of SFC. Building on the excellent work of her 
predecessor, Karen Watt, her skills as a strategic leader and her superb record of delivery will be 
crucial as together we navigate the reform programme, maximising the opportunities and 
addressing the challenges ahead. 

As we get closer to Francesca’s start date we will be in touch to arrange introductory meetings. In 
the meantime, Martin Boyle as Interim CEO, along with the Executive Team, will continue to support 
delivery of SFC’s priorities in the months ahead. 

Regards 

Mike 
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Email Confidentiality Notice - This email (including any attachments to it) is confidential and protected by 
copyright. If you receive this email in error, notify us immediately by reply email, delete it, and do not 
make use of, disclose or copy it. No liability is accepted for viruses and it is your responsibility to scan any 
attachments. The opinions expressed within this email are the opinions of the sender and do not 
necessarily constitute those of the Scottish Funding Council. 

We welcome correspondence in Gaelic and endeavour to respond in Gaelic, acknowledging receipt within 
20 working days. 
--- 

Tha am post-dealain seo (a' gabhail a-staigh faidhle sam bith na lùib) dìomhair agus air a dhìon le 
còraichean foillseachaidh. Mur robh còiragaibh am post-dealain seo fhaighinn, cuiribh fios thugainn gun 
dàil lefreagairt post-dealain, dubhaibh às e, agus na dèanaibh feum, foillseachadh no lethbhreac dheth. 
Chan eil sinne cunntachail airsonbhìorasan agus tha e an urra ribhse faidhleachan a sgrùdadh. 'S e 
nabeachdan taobh a-staigh a' phost-dealain seo beachdan an neach a chuir eagus dh'fhaodadh nach buin 
iad do bheachdan Comhairle Maoineachaidh na h-Alba. 
 
Tha sinn a’ cur fàilte air co-sgrìobhadh Gàidhlig agus nì sinn ar dìcheall freagairt innte, le bhith a’ toirt 
fios-freagairt an ceann 20 latha cosnaidh. 
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